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The City of Cambodia is reckoned to ly 100 Leagues up from the Bar, and
the River fill'd with low Islands and Sand Banks. The Country of Laos
is about 40 Leagues farther up, but what Navigation is used above the
City of Cambodia, is done by small rowing Vessels, and the River being
one of the longest in the Woild, employs great Numbers of those rowing
Boats.

CHAPTER XLIX

Tieats of Couchm-chma, and Tonqmn, their Religion, Laws, and Customs.

OUCHIN-CHINA is only divided from Cambodia., by the River,
which in some Places is three Leagues broad. It is a Country
far larger than Cambodia, and much richer, and the Inhabitants
more couragious and hardier for enduimg Fatigues in Labour or War,
than the Cambodians, but are not so conversable and civil to Strangers. The
Couchin-chinese draw one Half of the Customs and Taxes raised in Cambodia
by Commerce and Merchandizing, but they give little Encouragement
for Strangers to trade with them. Their Country abounding in Gold,
raw Silk, and Drugs, they bring them to Cambodia, to dispose of there,
except what they send yearly to Canton in China; and I have seen some of
their Jonks trading at Johore and Batavia.

Their Religion is Pagan after the China Way, worshipping the same Gods,
after the same Manner as the Chinese do. Their Laws are severe and bloody
for Crimes of Treason, for not only the guilty Person suffers a painful
Death, but the Relations within the Bounds of Consanguinity suffer Death
also. Their Cities and Towns are divided into Wardships, and at the Ends
of each Sti eet are railed Gates, placed to confine each Ward within its
own Limits. These Gates are shut and lockt every Night, so that they have
no Communication by Night, but if a Fire breaks out in one of the Wards,
its whole Inhabitants are cut off except the Women and Children.

There are but few Christians tolerated in Couchm-china, yet there was
(and perhaps is) a French Priest in great Esteem among them, but it is
capital for any other Priest to be found in their Country. This French
Man kept a Correspondence by writing, with Mr. Cissie Bishop of Siam,
and he having a Relation of the Danger Christian Priests were in there,
made the old Zealot half-mad to get thither, to receive the Honour of
Martyrdom, and had he been honest in his Promises to me (which was
only not to protect any of my fugitive Seamen at Siam) I would have
favoured him with a Passage to Cambodia, from whence he might have
easily gone to get that glorious Crown.